THE  TRIPLE ALLIANCE

requiring the substitution for this casus fosderis of some
provision safeguarding the interests of Austria in the
Balkan and the East, an idea to which our press has al-
ready succeeded in giving practical shape. The wants,
the plans of the inhabitants of the basin of the Danube
naturally reach far beyond the present limits of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian monarchy, and the German imperial consti-
tution points out the way by which Austria may advance
to a reconciliation of her political and material interests,
so far as they lie between the eastern frontier of the Rou-
manian population and the Gulf of Cattaro. It is, how-
ever, no part of the policy of the German Empire to lend
her subjects, to expend her blood and treasure, for the
purpose of realising the designs of a neighbour Power.
In the interest of the European political equilibrium the
maintenance of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy as a
strong independent Great Power is for Germany an object
for which she might in case of need stake her own peace
with a good conscience. But Vienna should abstain from
going outside this security, and deducing from the alliance
claims which it was not concluded to support.

Peace between Germany and Russia may be imperilled
by the systematic fomentation of ill-feeling, or by the am-
bition of Russian or German military men like Skobeleff,
who desire war before they grow too old to distinguish
themselves, but is hardly to be imperilled in any other
way. The Russian press must needs be characterised by
stupidity and disingenuousness in an unusual degree for
it to believe and affirm that German policy was determined
by aggressive tendencies in concluding the Austrian, and
thereafter the Italian, defensive alliance. The disingenu-
ousness was less of Russian than of Polish-French, the
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